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Conserving and promoting the natural and recreational resources 
of the Kiski-Conemaugh River Basin 

to strengthen connections between people and the land.
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Clean and healthy rivers and streams, a robust economy, and generations inspired to

enjoy and steward the watershed. 
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
The Conemaugh Valley Conservancy was very active in 2023, and I am proud to share
our accomplishments regarding what CVC brings to the communities in our footprint of
1,887 square miles and beyond. We held our annual meeting on May 17 at Johnstown
Area Heritage Association, with about 40 people in attendance, and enjoyed an
interesting lecture by Dr. Ben Ford regarding the early settlement in western PA and the
historic Laurel Hill settlement on the ridge above Johnstown. By June, we completed a
strategic plan that will guide CVC through the next few years of growth. Our traditional
focal activities are ongoing at levels above those achieved prior to the COVID hiatus, and
we have initiated several new projects.

The Stream Team continues as one of our signature programs, providing critical data to
the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) regarding mine discharge mitigation
in our area. Accordingly, CVC hired Thad Pajak part time in 2023 to coordinate the

Stream Team. We are grateful to all our Stream Team volunteers:

Our two major athletic events – the spring Stony-Kiski-Conemaugh Rivers Sojourn, and West Penn Trail Triathlon in the
fall  - were both very successful. 

On the technical side, CVC sponsored an aquatic insect
survey at 25 sites and a fish survey at 55 sites critical to
restoration of Blacklick Creek and Two Lick Creek in
Indiana County and the Unassessed Waters Initiative of PA
Fish and Boat Commission. The macroinvertebrate surveys
identified 3,539 insects of 71  genera, and the fish surveys
included 1,375 fish of 23 species. Of 55 sites, surveys
found fish in 25 streams, five of which included trout. This
information will be used in the management plans as well
as being contributed to the PA Fish and Boat Commission
Unassessed Waters program. Most of the insects were
deposited at the Frost Entomological Museum at Penn
State, greatly increasing their holdings from streams at
our end of the state. These two studies demonstrated that
much of the local headwaters are biologically healthy. This
means healthy ecosystems upstream can recolonize
improved habitat downstream when discharges that
degrade water quality are addressed. Both reports, one
on macroinvertebrates and one on fish, are available from
CVC by request. They are also downloadable from the CVC
webpage: About>Resources>Technical Reports. 

CVC also released thousands of biocontrol beetles
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Stream Team volunteer samples Hughes borehole, near Portage.



(Sasajiscymnus tsugae) that are specialist predators on Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, the invasive insect that threatens
our hemlock trees. Donated to the cause by Tree Savers, the beetles were released at 17 sites in Westmoreland and
Indiana counties.

New grants garnered support for a number of projects. Two grants come from the DEP. One, written by Brad
Clemenson, is for abandoned mine land reclamation on the Johnstown Incline Plane as part of CVC’s effort to
establish a hillside park beside the river. We also earned a DEP grant written by Malcolm Crittenden to design a
treatment system for Kimberly Run in Somerset County, where a discharge erupts just upstream from the Kimberly
Run Natural Area. The Colcom Foundation has funded a bird-viewing platform at Lake Somerset, where 266 species
make it one of the top bird-viewing areas in western PA. The Richard King Mellon Foundation is supporting a
program to teach urban youth about nature they can observe and enjoy in urban parks and beyond.

Our land holdings include the 15-mile West Penn Trail, which we carefully maintain for public use throughout the
year. In 2023, the Allegheny Ridge Corporation’s Greenways Coordinator Laura Hawkins earned a grant to replace
and add new signs along the trail to highlight points of interest and local history. That project will largely be executed
in 2024. We recently added a two-acre parcel to our holdings at the bottom of the Incline Plane hillside where we
plan to install a park. 

While much of our work is not easily visible, we want people to know what we are doing. With help from Martin
Meyer and Emily Fisher, the CVC Instagram account has been rejuvenated: our Followers are up 17%, and non-
Followers reached by our posts have more than doubled. We hope that our supporters will spread the good news
about our accomplishments to attract new partners, and we look forward to more success in restoring our natural
environment and promoting healthy outdoor recreation in 2024!

Sincerely,

John W. Wenzel
Executive Director
Conemaugh Valley Conservancy
JWenzel@pacvc.org
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STREAM TEAM 
For the Stream Team, 2023 was a year of expanded water sampling, with nine new
volunteers joining the team! While training volunteers to conduct stream and
treatment site sampling correctly, we also identified areas of improvement to
make our sampling more accurate and efficient. New Stream Team members
brought enthusiasm and interest, and lightened the load for existing members.
This allowed us to add several sites impacted by AMD along Paint Creek and
Blacklick Creek to our sample roster. These sites have the potential for
construction of future treatment systems.

Besides providing regularly
scheduled water data
information to our
watershed and DEP
partners, sampling activities
identified abandoned mine
treatment systems that
were not working properly. This information was relayed to
watershed partners for system maintenance or
improvements.

Throughout the year, Stream Team volunteers were
continually provided with updated calibrated meters through
a meter swap system to ensure accurate sampling results. A
new sample drop box for courier pick up was added in
Saltsburg, PA, reducing travel and allowing for more efficient
handling of water samples in the western part of our
footprint. Stream Team volunteers now handle their own
sampling and courier arrangements, reducing travel and
expense to CVC. Stream Team sampling records are now
housed in a central file on a CVC shared site, making them

broadly available to interested parties. Efforts are underway to incorporate 2022-2024 water results into a central
file for ease of analysis and record keeping. All in all, our Stream Team volunteers did a wonderful job in 2023,

sampling 209
sites, most on a
quarterly basis,
resulting in
more than 800
samples
collected.
Fishermen,
kayakers,
sportsmen and
the public in
general are
benefiting
greatly from the
Stream Team’s
efforts. Thanks to all involved.

Retreats of leaves and sticks woven
together by the large larvae of the
caddisfly Pycnopsyche (Dixon Run,
Indiana County). The larva lives
inside until metamorphosing to the
flying adult. 

McCullen Run in winter,
Westmoreland County.
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UPPER BASIN ACTION 
Inclined Plane

CVC continued exploring design and engineering options for river access, park and trail features on the envisioned
hillside park at Johnstown’s Inclined Plane.  Toward that end, two parcels of private property were acquired and
removed from the tax rolls to be put eventually toward recreational developments. 

CVC received a grant for $116,900 from state Department of Environmental Protection’s Bureau of Abandoned Mine
Reclamation (BAMR) to remediate four abandoned-mine sites on the hillside between Coconut Place and
Washington Street.  The abandoned mine issues to be addressed include permanent closure of two old mine portals
with bat gates to protect the bats with declining populations; drainage and other improvements to the old coal-haul
road used as a trail; and measures to improve safety at old mining highwalls along the road and trail.

In the meantime, CVC continued working toward building recreation features by the base of the Inclined Plane,
often called the Sliver.

In a separate project managed by Headwaters Charitable Trust, design was under way to treat the drainage that
flows from the hillside across from the Point.  The polluted water would be treated off site.

Conemaugh Gap Gateway Park

Stewardship maintenance work continued at the Conemaugh Gap Gateway Park, but the biggest news at the site
was Spangler Subaru’s installation of a wildflower garden spelling out the word LOVE.  Their effort celebrated CVC’s
role as their Share the Love Partner for 2022-2024, which also resulted in more than $17,000 donation to CVC.  

CVC also received a $12,000 grant from the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies toward construction of a
viewing platform that will be part of the developing “birding trail” that will direct people to birding hot spots.  
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STONY-KISKI-CONEMAUGH RIVERS SOJOURN
Thursday, June 1 – Sunday June 4

Presentations focused on the “Love the Earth” theme chosen to complement CVC’s Share the Love partnership
with Spangler Subaru.  On the last night, sojourners were asked to share what inspired their love for nature, and
how that love manifests in their volunteer or career work today.  41% of respondents indicated they have a
membership or volunteer with watershed or other conservation groups. The feedback we received may be used for
future CVC efforts to inspire stewardship action with recreational users.  

“The sojourn was fantastic in every way.
Thank you to guide boaters, especially
for coaching my friend who was new to
kayaking.”

“Great conversations.  Met friendly
paddlers.”

“Lunch was delicious, pre-paddle
instructions clear, safety prioritized.”

“A beautiful stretch of the Conemaugh.”

“Very organized.  Very nice people.”

Thank you to our sponsors and partners 

PA DCNR-PA Organization for Watersheds and Rivers - AmeriServ  - Indiana County Tourist Bureau - Community
Foundation for the Alleghenies – Indiana County Conservation District  - Spangler Subaru - Gibson-Thomas
Engineering - Friends of the Blairsville Communities – Leonard S. Fiore, Inc. – Berkebile Chiropractic – Mr. Muffler –
Stone Bridge Brewing Co. – Benscreek Canoe Club – Pittsburgh-to-Harrisburg Main Line Canal Greenway – ACOE
Conemaugh Dam

And to our committee 

Mike Burk, Chair - Brenda Mahoney, Coordinator - Laura Hawkins - Bryan Mahoney - Clark and Emily Fisher - Rick
Bloom - Michael Mance - Mark Shank - Margaret Golik

SAVE THE DATE – 2024 Sojourn – June 6-9
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By The Numbers
• 87 registrants  - 25 paddled all 4 days – 40 river miles

from Johnstown to Apollo
• Raised more than $4500 for CVC operations 
• 11 volunteers put in 307 hours planning and running

for an in kind value of nearly $10,000
• 20 registrants from Kiski-Conemaugh river towns, 6

from neighboring states (MD, VA, OH), and 15 from
the Pittsburgh area

• 83% evaluation respondents indicated the reason
they participated in the sojourn was to enjoy
fellowship; 74% for scenery and convenience of
shuttling and meals



WEST PENN TRAIL
Thank you to our Trail Council

Jerry Seitz, President                                             Jack Maguire, Trail Manager
Cliff Wissinger, Vice-President                             Bill Rodgers
Jack Maher, Secretary/Treasurer                         Jack Ruebel
Damien Boudreaux                                                Barry Tuscano
Mike Keltz                                                                Kitty Tuscano 

Once again, our volunteer crews invested time and a lot of heart and
soul in trail maintenance.  In 2023: 595 hours for a value of $18,921!

We particularly want to thank and welcome new volunteers Dan
Deforno and Barry Ambrose. 

WPT – Pollinator Paradise

Thank you to Dorothy Perini-Rodgers for continuing to grow and nurture
the Pollinator’s Paradise native plant site near the Newport Road trail head.
A summary of activities from Dorothy, who dedicated more than 90 hours
to the project in 2023 alone:

There are three planted sections of about 100 X 45 feet, 55 x 22 feet, and 45
x 35 feet.

We have planted 18 trees, and I would estimate about 40 or more varieties
of wildflowers.  We have planted PA sedges and Appalachia Sedges, and
sunflowers by the entrance.  

We are trying to have species of concern planted, and last year the green-
and-gold did fairly well.  We had great success with mountain mint, a top
pollinator plant attraction.  We have blue rug junipers planted on the roll of
the hill, only 1 out of 12 did not make it. 
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Many thanks to our mile marker sponsors 
Nature’s Way Market
The Lumber Store and More
Chan-Soon-Shiong Medical Center at Windber
WN Tuscano Agency
Steel City Undercoating 
Speal’s Tavern

Thank you to Colcom Foundation for
their support toward West Penn Trail
development and maintenance. 



We had beautiful butterfly weed, bachelor buttons, wild
daisies, coneflowers, columbine, feverfew, jacob's ladder, anise
hyssop, russian sage, lavender, phlox, and much more.  

We had an egg laid on the milkweed, and a chrysalis, and then
a monarch butterfly.   

Last year we became part of the Westmoreland Pollinator
Partners, and qualified for a Monarch Waystation.  We added a
seed box and to date have included 142 seed packets.  We’ve
asked those who participate in the seed exchange box to
include location, number, and type of seeds they took and date.

Thank you to PA Master Naturalist volunteers Paulette Irwin and Keith Terney! Your
help is invaluable. 

WEST PENN TRAIL TRIATHLON – Saturday, October 14, 2023

The West Penn Trail Triathlon was a great success,
with more than 176 registrants from nine states,
including several from as far away as Florida. Both
of the local outfitters, Two Dam Kayak Rentals and
Saltsburg Kayak and Canoe Outfitters, supported
the event with rentals and transportation. Despite
poor weather, nearly all registrants attended and
competed. The Army Corps of Engineers released

water from the Conemaugh Dam for this event to ensure good flow between
the dam and Saltsburg for the kayak phase. We enjoyed experienced support

from many regular volunteers from Saltsburg and
the West Penn Trail Council and friends. Saltsburg Volunteer Fire Department
provided safety and medical back up on the river. They also stood in the cold river
and launched the kayaks in the first stage, putting about 160 boats in the water in
about 50 minutes! The volunteer army included one teacher and two students from
Kiski School who were critical in the river at the take-out, where many kayaks may
arrive at the same time. 

This year included a free hot meal for the participants midday, which was much
appreciated after hours of cool rain. Participants commented that they enjoyed the
beauty of the landscape, the careful attention to overall organization, clear directions
and chaperones at transition points, and care to their
equipment, such as teams of volunteers to haul kayaks, or
the individually-identified bike racks. Some participants
learned about the event through favorable commentary by
competitors at other triathlons. The event’s registration fees

and sponsorships contributed more than $10,000 toward trail maintenance. Special thanks
go to Mike Keltz and his family for their tremendous job organizing the event — they did
basically everything leading up to the day of the event.

Many thanks to our sponsors and partners!

Nature’s Way Market - S&T Bank - TMR Roofing - Saltsburg Kayak + Canoe - Wagner
Trucking - Flat Tire Co. Bike Shop - Shelly Drilling - Four Seasons Brewing Co. - Culligan
Water - Tres Rios Sports - Dr. John Tollari - Saltsburg NAPA - Borough of Saltsburg - Chamois Butt’r - Saltsburg
Volunteer Fire Department - USACOE - Lifestat Ambulance Service - Steel City Oil Undercoating - Kiski Flats Keep -
Tunnelton Volunteer Fire Department - Gas-Snacks And More

SAVE THE DATE – 2024 West Penn Trail Triathlon – Saturday, October 12
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FINANCIALS 

WAYS TO GIVE

Like what you’ve read here?  Join us!  There are many ways to support our conservation and recreation work –
membership, donations, event sponsorship, contribution toward the endowment, and more.  For more information
on any of the support options or to donate on-line, visit www.conemaughvalleyconservancy.com 

The official registration and financial information of the Conemaugh Valley Conservancy may be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free, within Pennsylvania, 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not
imply endorsement.

Endowment

The Community Foundation for the Alleghenies houses an endowment for longer-term financial security for
Conemaugh Valley Conservancy initiatives.  The endowment has primarily been built through Nature’s Way
Market’s participation in the 1% for the Planet program.  The CVC endowment currently exceeds $300,000. The
Board of Directors welcomes your participation. 

CVC encourages Planned or Major Gifts including Bequests, Gifts of Retirement Funds, Charitable Gift Annuities,
and Gifts of Life Insurance Policies.  Any planned gift should start with a discussion with your financial advisor, who
can assist you in finding the best tool to meet your charitable goals.  For more information, or to contribute to the
endowment, contact Mike Kane at the  Community Foundation at mkane@cfalleghenies.org  or visit
www.cfalleghenies.org

Become a member!

You can become a member on line, or select your membership level below and return this form to CVC/P.O. Box
218/Johnstown PA/1+5907-0218.   

Name _____________________________________ Email __________________________ Phone _________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
__ $500 Champion    __ $250 Patron   __ $100 Sponsor   __ $50 Supporter   __ $25 Individual 
__ Other ________________

Please direct my gift to _______________________________ (CVC program or project)
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www.conemaughvalleyconservancy.org


