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Conserving and promoting the natural and recreational resources 
of the Kiski-Conemaugh River Basin 

to strengthen connections between people and the land.



WORKING TOWARD OUR VISION 
Clean and healthy rivers and streams, a robust economy, and generations inspired to enjoy

and steward the watershed. 
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science-based strategy, leadership, and collaboration.
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MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
The Conemaugh Valley Conservancy continues to grow and
thrive. We proudly serve parts of five counties across the 1,887
square mile valley, and also stakeholders further afield. Our
programs are supported by 18 different major foundations and
offices as well as 23 county agencies and other community
partners that share in our work. 

Our annual members’ dinner on May 8, 2024, hosted more than
50 people at Heritage Johnstown (formerly Johnstown Area
Heritage Association). I was pleased to give a brief slideshow
tour of CVC’s many programs. Spangler Subaru presented a
generous check as part of their three-year Share The Love
program in support of CVC. Special recognition was paid to the
Stream Team, which now monitors more than 150 locations at
treatment systems for Abandoned Mine Discharges and streams
impacted by AMD. Chaperoned by Thad Pajak, this army of
volunteers operates under the aegis of the DEP’s Bureau of

Abandoned Mine Reclamation.  I also gave a brief review of the results of water quality monitoring through the
identification of more than 3,500 aquatic insects collected in 2023 through partnership with the Blacklick Creek
Watershed Association and the Indiana County Conservation District as part of their composition of a management
plan for Blacklick and Two Lick creeks. The conclusion is that many of the headwaters in Indiana Co. are healthy, which
should greatly benefit restoration efforts on the mainstems, such as Blacklick Creek. It was fun for me to review our
two main outdoor events, the four-day river sojourn and the West Penn Trail triathlon (see below), as well as other
projects in development. 

John W. Wenzel 

Spangler Subaru has generously highlighted our Stream Team efforts in a video featuring Board member Mike Cook
explaining the mission and significance of the Stream Team. The video is available at https://youtu.be/OtHWJtHriuE
and a link is provided on the CVC website. 
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STREAM TEAM 
Thirty volunteers, mostly in groups of 2-5, traveled to more than 150 sampling sites during 2024. Members provided
valuable feedback on passive treatment systems that may or may not be working the way the systems were designed.
Some new sampling sites were identified and added.  Sampling at some sites will be lessened or dropped where water
quality near associated treatment systems has substantially improved. This approach helps ensure that valuable time is
dedicated to those sites that may be failing, or where the potential for funding for a future treatment system may be
necessitated. 

Stream Team sampling supports our partners at the Pennsylvania DEP Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation, as well
as county conservation districts or local watershed groups who know their watershed improvement needs the best. 

Sampling services may go unnoticed, but can be appreciated in the realization of improved water quality in our
streams and creeks where people fish, hike and enjoy nature. Speaking of nature, this lovely photo taken from one of
our sampling sites where the system is working so well that it gives a park-like appearance rather than a passive
treatment system neutralizing acid-mine drainage. 

“Study nature, love nature, stay close to nature. It will never fail you” Frank Lloyd Wright
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In support of Somerset County Conservancy, and to enhance protection of SCC’s Kimberly Run Natural Area, CVC
completed an engineering assessment, establishing eligibility for remediation of a toxic discharge that spills directly into
Kimberly Run, a tributary to Casselman River.  



UPPER BASIN 
Inclined Plane Hillside Reclamation and Recreation

CVC continued to make progress implementing reclamation and recreation developments along the Inclined Plane
hillside, utilizing a grant from the Department of Environmental Protection’s program for Abandoned Mine Land
Reclamation.  Design and permitting functions were sent to bid, and Atlas Technical Consultants was selected.
Atlas’s investigation and design work resulted in a preliminary plan that included:  modest improvements to an old
haul road; safety improvements to a shaft that drops to an abandoned-mine discharge; remediation of high walls
associated with the mine on the hillside; demolition of a structure and ground contouring at Coconut Place; re-
sealing two mine openings, with gates to protect endangered bats.

A final plan will position CVC to apply for a grant for construction and development. 

Conemaugh Gap Gateway Park – Welcome

A new stone welcome sign was constructed in the Conemaugh Gap Gateway Park.  The project was financed in part
with a grant from the Community Conservation Partnerships Program, the Heritage Areas Program Fund under the
administration of the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, Bureau of Recreation and
Conservation, and managed by Allegheny Ridge Corporation as part of its signature initiative, the Pittsburgh-to-
Harrisburg Main Line Canal Greenway™.  The Greenway is a 320-mile corridor of heritage sites and hub
communities linked by land and water trails
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CONNECTING PEOPLE TO THE LAND
CVC engaged in a number of initiatives designed to connect diverse audiences with unique experiences in nature.

Urban Naturalist

The inaugural season of leading nature walks for urban youth was a success.
Our two partners were Citikidz, a summer camp in Rector, PA, and Flood City
Youth Fitness Academy, Johnstown, PA. We also had bird guides from Audubon
Society of Western PA, Bird Lab, Powdermill Nature Reserve, Somerset County
Conservancy, and Western PA Conservancy. CVC provided 20 pairs of binoculars,
and on a rainy day we had a dozen Samsung tablets to visit Web resources. Not
counting adult chaperones, there were 131 student attendees on 12 nature
walks. The students were excited and eagerly engaged with the program and
suggested we include additional topics such as a stream study. Both Citikidz and
FCYFA management were enthusiastic about the program and will continue
with Year Two. This project is funded by the Richard King Mellon Foundation. 

Bird Pavilion

Fundraising continued in 2024 for the construction of a
dedicated bird viewing pavilion at Lake Somerset. According
to thedailybeast.com, wildlife-watching trips comprise more
than $17 billion in expenditures annually, with more than 20
million Americans making bird-specific trips. Somerset Lake is
a leading birding hot spot in our area according to Cornell’s
website eBird, with 265 species of birds recorded. A
population center and a major highway make this an ideal
place to advertise ecotourism in our area. We already have
about a third of the finances from Colcom and the Richard
King Mellon foundations, and educational sign content

contributed from the National Aviary. We hope this is the first of several sites in the Laurel Highlands that will attract
veteran birders to our area, and breed new ones. 

Stream Science

CVC provided microscopes, specimens, and other material for informal science
education regarding stream insects at “The Confluence at Mingo Creek” in
Washington County. This contribution complemented a walk in the creek to
collect live insects, led by Washington County Conservation District personnel.
This event was sponsored by the Headwaters to the Ohio Water Network (“H2O
Water Network,” formerly Southwest PA Water Network), in which John Wenzel
plays a role on the steering committee. He also spoke about CVC’s role as the
convener of the Stream Team in the formal presentations of the program. At least
51 participants spent as much as four hours at the event. This event was funded
through H2O Water Network by Heinz Foundation. 

Continuing the work initiated in 2023, CVC personnel and volunteers sampled
macroinvertebrates from Blacklick Creek and certain tributaries of both Blacklick
and Two Lick Creek in Indiana County. Surveys were also completed for Linn Run
in Westmoreland County and Roaring Run and Rattling Run in Armstrong County,
for a total of eleven sites. Funding for this project came through the Consortium
for Scientific Assistance to Watersheds(C-SAW), a program of the Department of
Conservation and Natural Resources.

As part of the Ohio River Basin Alliance meeting at the University of Pittsburgh, John Wenzel and Dr. Tom Serfass of
Frostburg State University presented a lecture on the restoration of the Conemaugh River and recolonization of the
Conemaugh by otters. There were about 40 people in attendance for the talk.
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STONY-KISKI-CONEMAUGH RIVERS SOJOURN 
A total of 81 paddlers participated in the 2024 river sojourn from June 6-9.
Thirty-five people paddled all four days and 44 river miles from Johnstown to
Apollo.  We again had registrants from Kiski-Conemaugh river towns and as
well as from neighboring states (IN, MD, WV, VA, NY).  Since it was CVC’s 25th
sojourn, we offered a presentation from a group who helped organize the
early years.  They shared stories of how the event has evolved over time.
This session was very popular with the guests, with lots of stories that are
funny – now (maybe not
so funny at the time).

Thank you to our
volunteer committee:
Mike Burk, Chair; Brenda
Mahoney, Coordinator;
Laura Hawkins; Bryan
Mahoney; Clark Fisher;
Emily Fisher; Rick Bloom;
Michael Mance; Mark
Shank; Margaret Golik;
Mike Hogan.

WEST PENN TRAIL
CVC’s 15-mile West Penn Trail traverses old railroad grades and hilly slopes between Blairsville and Saltsburg.  The
trail is maintained by a dedicated crew of volunteers – they logged 445 hours in 2024 performing routine
maintenance as well as major repairs and resurfacing.  

The West Penn Trail Council particularly thanks Dan Deforno for his outstanding performance mowing and
trimming the trail from Saltsburg to the Conemaugh Dam and back – not an easy job! Dan put in more than 50
hours in 2024.  Thank you for your dedication, Dan!

Barry Ambrose was another outstanding volunteer for the trail.  Barry maintained the Kiski section of trail, plus
cleared debris and assisted with surface repairs throughout the entire trail. Thank you for nearly 100 hours of
service! 

5

SPONSORS MAKE IT HAPPEN! AmeriServ  - Indiana County Tourist Bureau - Community Foundation for the Alleghenies -
Indiana County Conservation District – Indiana County Tourist Bureau -Spangler Subaru - Gibson-Thomas Engineering - Mr.
Muffler – Stone Bridge Brewing Co.

Many thanks extended to the Colcom Foundation for their support of trail enhancement work over the past 2 years.
The Foundation’s investment enabled the trail council to make invaluable improvements for our trail users.

Before After Before After



New Interpretive Signs to Debut in 2025

Many years ago, Saint Vincent College Chemistry professor and Conemaugh
Valley historian William Dzombak drafted more than 40 signs interpreting the
heritage of the West Penn Trail corridor.  These signs have been installed at
various intervals over the years, but many fell to the hands of vandals.  

Throughout 2024, trail council worked with Main Line Canal Greenway
Coordinator Laura Hawkins to revive the signs, and in 2025, 20 of those signs
will be installed along the trail.  The other signs can be found in an interactive
map on CVC’s website. QR codes on the signs take readers to the interactive
map, and to a mechanism to make a donation to the trail maintenance fund.  

This project was funded in part by the same Allegheny Ridge Corporation
grant that funded the Conemaugh Gap Gateway sign referenced in the Upper
Basin section of this report.  Support was also provided by the Indiana County
Endowment administered by The Pittsburgh Foundation.

Pollinator Paradise

Pollinator Paradise is an ongoing
Pennsylvania Master Naturalist project,
located near the eastern end of  West
Penn Trail near Blairsville.  A variety of
native wildflowers are featured, including
brown-eyed Susans, mountain mint, bee
balm, butterfly weed, and milkweed to
name a few.  This project is designed to
give pollinators a place to enjoy needed
nectar, lay eggs, and begin another
generation of butterflies, bees, moths,
and much more.  A variety of birds have
been seen enjoying the area as well.

Thank you to the volunteers that make this project
possible:  Dorothy Pierini-Rodgers, Mary
Russell, and Keith Terney.

A free library box and a seed exchange box
were added to the site in 2024, and in 2025
volunteers hope to add an herb garden and
expand pollinator areas.  Volunteers are
always needed to help grow and maintain the
site, and gardening experience is not
required!  Help is needed with planting,
weeding and watering.  If you are interested
in helping, let us know at
cvconserv@gmail.com to get connected! 

Photo credit: Dorothy Pierini-Rodgers

West Penn Trail Council 
Jerry Seitz, President                             Jack Maguire, Trail Manager
Cliff Wissinger, Vice-President             Bill Rodgers
Jack Maher, Secretary/Treasurer        Jack Ruebel
Damien Boudreaux                               Barry Tuscano
Mike Keltz                                               Kitty Tuscano 
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West Penn Trail Triathlon

Boat – Bike – Run 

The 2024 West Penn Trail Triathlon was another tremendous success! This event
showcases this area’s outdoor recreation features in the best possible way, draws
wonderful participants, and generates a lot of energy and enthusiasm in Saltsburg. 

Some notes: 

- There were 166 participants from 11 states -   FL, NH,
MA, MD, NY, OH, VA, WV, NC, TN and PA – and three
countries – USA, South Africa, and France!

- 50 participants completed a post event survey and the
responses were overwhelmingly positive. 

-80% of respondents indicated they would return to the
Saltsburg area on their own.

-The event raised more than $7000 for the trail
maintenance fund!  

STRATEGIC PLAN PROGRESS
Seven major goals were listed in the CVC strategic plan released in June, 2023 (available on the CVC website under technical
documents.) Goals were divided into operational objectives, of which there were 34. This brief overview only discusses the
objectives in aggregate. The aggregate is illustrated in a pie chart where the different objectives are color coded as green
(good progress); yellow (adequate and continuing); red (not enough, needs help). Overall, 21 of the 34 objectives show
good progress, five are adequate and still continuing, and eight need more attention to achieve good progress. 

Objectives are advancing as follows: 

GOAL A:  Provide for and promote sustainable water quality improvement in the Kiski-Conemaugh Basin.  

GOAL B:  Attract the financial resources needed to sustain the organization. 

GOAL C:  Improve public awareness and visibility of the impact of CVC’s services, projects, and resources.  

GOAL D:  Instill a stewardship ethic by connecting diverse people to natural resources through low-impact
recreational opportunities. 

GOAL E:  Foster and engage in strategic partnerships to expand CVC’s capacity and credibility. 

GOAL F:  Recruit, develop and retain diverse human resources to sustain the organization. 

Progress on many of the 34 objectives was often through involvement of Board members, volunteers, or other
organizations.  It speaks well for CVC and these participants that we have already largely satisfied four of the six major
GOALS since the Plan was finalized less than two years ago. We are doing very well, although we need to focus more
attention on GOAL F, recruitment of new members. 
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Many thanks to our sponsors and partners:

Tres Rios Sports, TMR Roofing, Nature’s Way Market, Shelly Drilling, Kiski Flats Keep,  S&T Bank, Dr. John Tollari, Saltsburg
Volunteer Fire Department, US Army Corps of Engineers, Two Dam Kayak Rentals,   Saltsburg Kayak and Canoe Outfitters,
Lifestat Ambulance Service, Saltsburg Borough, Tunnelton Volunteer Fire Department, Four Seasons Brewing, Culligan
Water, Wagner Trucking, Flat Tire Bike Shop, The Lumber Store and More



Lifetime Members
Ron Morris & Kenna Raymond
Rick Bloom & Janice Eastbourn

Bloom
Jim Brett*
Michael Burk 
Christine Casey
Joyce Clohessy
Carol Cummins
David & Carol Eibling
William Elwell
Gregory Gdula
Brian & Hazel Gunnlaugson
Linda Gwinn
Julie Horowitz
Elena Kehres
Mary & Jeff Lavine
Jack & Denise Maher
Dick & Connie Mayer
Timothy Messer
Howard & Adele Picking
Kenneth Puvak
Eva Strang

*in memoriam

Members
Barry Adams
Douglas Beri, Jr
Richard Burkert
Robert Callahan
Scott Carroll
Susan Chahoy
William Cline
Armstrong Conservation District
Adam Cotchen
Alvin Couch
Robert Cronauer
Colleen Curley
Cliff Denholm
Greg Dick
Neil Durso
James & Holly Eckenrode
Joy Fairbanks
Jamie Gebhard
Sue Gerow
Paul & Barbara Godish
Joe Gordon
Judith Graham
Robert Hainan
Darla Hall

Scott Harkins
Joseph Harkins
Steve Hasley
David Hurst
Mardell Huss
Paulette & Thomas Irwin
Karen Jasko
Judith Johns & Edward Hunter
Mike Kane & Elizabeth Mayer
Michael Keltz
Shelly Kerchner
Maxwell & Peggy King
James & Laurie LaFontaine
Susan Lee
Allan & Annie MacDougal
Karlice Makuchan
Mark & Marilyn Manski
Mark & Kimberly Matthews
Kirstin Meyer
Keith Morris
Charlie Moyer
Jennifer Nadzadi
Josie Niovich
Patrick Norton
Dave O'Leary
Debra Orner
Thad Pajak
Barb & Ernie Petersen
Dorothy Pierini-Rodgers
Gary Platt
Steve Podratsky
Connie Pope
Rachel Remlinger
Mary Lou Repsher
Sandra Rhea
Jack Ruebel
Scott & Diane Rugh
Lynn & Paula Sanderson
Michael Schellhammer
Thomas Schuster
Patrick Shaver
Eugene Smeltzer
Karen Trump
Jody Wallace
Kiskiminetas Watershed

Association 
John & Donna Wenzel
Norman & Deborah Ziemer

Donors
Kevin Brodmerkel
Richard Burkert
Brad Clemenson
Alvin Couch
Walton Family Trust
Linda Gwinn
Laura Hawkins
Maxwell & Peggy King
Debra Orner
Nature's Way Market
Ed Capers LLC
Cliff Denholm
Joy Fairbanks
First Commonwealth Bank
Julie Horowitz
Paulette & Thomas Irwin
Jack & Denise Maher
Dick & Connie Mayer Fund via

Community Foundation for
the Alleghenies

Hilda Ellis Mayer Fund via
Community Foundation for
the Alleghenies

Rob McCombie
Armstrong McKay Foundation
PayPal Giving Fund
Jerry & Sandy Seitz
Spangler Subaru
Kitty & Barry Tuscano Fund

through the Community
Foundation for the
Alleghenies

W.N. Tuscano Agency
Mary Shaw & Rob Weil

Major Funders
Berkshire Hathaway Energy - GT

& S
Bureau of Abandoned Mine

Reclamation
Colcom Foundation
Community Foundation for the

Alleghenies 
DEP Abandoned Mine Land

program
DEP Consortium for Scientific

Assistance to Watersheds
DEP Growing Greener
Foundation for Pennsylvania

Watersheds
Indiana County Endowment

Lee Initiatives
McKenna Foundation
Nature’s Way Market
PA Organization for Watersheds

& Rivers
Richard King Mellon Foundation
Spangler Subaru
Southern Alleghenies Planning &

Development Commission
Trail Volunteer Fund
US Office of Surface Mining

Partners across five counties
Aultman Watershed Association

for Restoring the Environment
Blackleggs Creek Watershed

Association
Blacklick Creek Watershed

Association 
Kiskiminetas Watershed

Association 
Loyalhanna Watershed

Association 
Roaring Run Watershed

Association 
Shade Creek Watershed

Association 
Wells Creek Watershed

Association 
Armstrong Conservation District
Cambria County Conservation

District 
Indiana County Conservation

District 
Somerset Conservation District
Westmoreland Conservation

District 
Allegheny Ridge Corporation
Bens Creek Canoe Club
Forbes Trail Trout Unlimited
Johnstown Area Heritage

Association
Somerset Conservancy
Somerset County Recreation and

Trails Association
Southwestern PA Water Network
Stonycreek-Conemaugh River

Improvement Project
Stream Restoration Inc.
Western Pennsylvania

Conservancy

THANK YOU TO OUR MEMBERS, DONORS, FUNDERS, AND SUPPORTERS
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FINANCIALS 

WAYS TO GIVE

Like what you’ve read here?  Join us!  There are many ways to support our conservation and recreation work –
membership, donations, event sponsorship, contribution toward the endowment, and more.  For more information
on any of the support options or to donate on-line, visit www.conemaughvalleyconservancy.com

The official registration and financial information of the Conemaugh Valley Conservancy may be obtained from the
Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll-free within Pennsylvania 1-800-732-0999.  Registration does not
imply endorsement.

Endowment

The Community Foundation for the Alleghenies houses an endowment for longer-term financial security for
Conemaugh Valley Conservancy initiatives.  The endowment has primarily been built through Nature’s Way
Market’s participation in the 1% for the Planet program.  The CVC endowment currently exceeds $300,000. The
Board of Directors welcomes your participation. 

CVC encourages planned or major gifts including bequests, gifts of retirement funds, charitable gift annuities, and
gifts of life insurance policies.  Any planned gift should start with a discussion with your financial advisor, who can
assist you in finding the best tool to meet your charitable goals.  For more information, or to contribute to the
endowment, contact the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies at (814) 536-7741 or info@cfalleghenies.org.

Become a member!

You can become a member on line, or select your membership level below and return this form to
CVC/P.O. Box 218/Johnstown PA/1+5907-0218.   

Name _____________________________________ Email __________________________ Phone _________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________
__ $500 Champion    __ $250 Patron   __ $100 Sponsor   __ $50 Supporter   __ $25 Individual 
__ Other ________________

Please direct my gift to _______________________________ (CVC program or project)
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www.conemaughvalleyconservancy.org


